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• Introduction to Sexual Assault and Consent
• Sexual Assault Awareness - Staying Safe/Bystander Intervention
• Dealing with an Incident
• Resources
• Q&A
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International students bring their respective cultures and expectations 
to the United States. A victim will face many obstacles but there are 
additional barriers including:

• Language
• Cultural differences
• Lack of support network
• Lack of financial resource
• High academic pressures
• Impact on their immigration status



Consent has many definitions in different countries. This is a key concept 
to helping your international students understand consent. 
In the US, consent is NOT:

• Marriage/being in a relationship
• A person’s clothing
• Flirting/Kissing/Touching
• Being incapacitated
• Previous consent
• Being under the legal age of consent



In the United States, sexual assault is when a sexual activity happens 
without the agreement of your partner. It’s important that you have 
consent every step of the way.

Understanding Consent: 
Consent means that a sexual activity is agreed upon by both parties 
every step of the way

• Verbal: “Yes”, “I’m open to trying”, or other verbal agreement
• Physical queues 



Ongoing Consent



Marriage is NOT consent



Do NOT make assuptions about a person's clothing



Being incapacitated is NOT consent



Being under the legal age of Consent

apps.rainn.org/policy/

https://apps.rainn.org/policy/




Peter and Stacey are dating and have talked about waiting to have sex. One evening while 

Peter and Stacey were making out, Peter gets caught up in the moment and decides to go 

for it. He asks Stacey quickly, she responds with “I’m not sure, I guess, okay,” but doesn’t 

stop him immediately and they begin having sex. After a few minutes, Stacey pushes him off 

her and asks Peter to leave. Later, her roommate hears her crying in the next room. The next 

day, Peter calls and says he is sorry but says that she had agreed to have sex before they 

even started. He doesn’t understand why Stacey is upset.

Interactive Group Scenarios





• A topic included in a one credit hour orientation class taught each 
semester for first time students - I teach sections for international 
students

• Topic was added three years ago due to a campus wide initiative 
from our Title IX officer

• Another opportunity to assure new students that we as an office 
and as a university are concerned about them.



• A worldwide problem - I’ve lived in 4 different countries and have observed 
struggles in all 

• Each country has their own laws about this - since we are in the USA we 
need to be aware of laws in the USA.
o Example of domestic violence observed in one country
o Centrality of ‘consent” in the legal system in the USA
o Show videos

 ISI video
“Cup of Tea” youtube video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGoWLWS4-kU

• Encourage discussion but this is often a struggle
• Assure students there people at the university to help students who feel 

they have been a victim.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGoWLWS4-kU


Informing your international students on ways to staying safe on campus 
and actively care for their peers:
• Build a relationship with your students
• Know your on-campus resources
• Encourage your students to be active bystanders
Bystander Intervention involves developing the awareness and courage 
needed to intervene in a situation when another individual needs help. 



When it comes to taking a stand and helping someone in need, you 
students can use CARE:



• Is sexual assault awareness training a part of your office’s training for 
international students?
oWhat is the context that you do it in? 

Stand alone or part of initial orientation?

o If so, what aspects do you feel are particularly effective?
oWhat aspects would you change?

• How likely is it that sexual assault awareness training will be a formal 
part of the training your office provides in the future?



Dealing with
an Incident



Safety is the #1 priority. Let the student know if you are a mandatory 
reporter, and help the student reach a safe location. Make sure they 
know it’s not their fault. 
Inform victims of their rights and options. Students victims of sexual 
assault may:
• Choose to report it to the police
• Choose to file a report with the school
• Seek medical assistance
• Find counseling and support services

Dealing with an Incident



• Protects all students regardless of national origin, immigration 
status or citizenship status

• Ensure that reporting forms, information or training about sexual 
violence be provided in a manner accessible to English learners

• Title IX officer must confer with DSO/international student office 
to ensure student stays in status during any accommodation



• Each school must appoint a Title IX officer to oversee compliance

• Begins investigation - Investigation must conclude within 14 days 
but usually completed within 1 or 2 days

• Act promptly to:

• End the harassment

• Remedy the effects

• Prevent the recurrence



Go to a safe place - the Student’s safety is #1 priority
Talk to someone 
• The student may consider reaching out to someone. They may choose 

to talk to you, a friend, family member. You can also suggest the 
student reach out to RAINN hotline which is completely anonymous.

Go to a nearby medical facility
• In centers.rainn.org, you can find local clinics where the student may 

get medical attention. 





Free multimedia training program designed to raise awareness among international 
students about common sexual assault issues.

ISI Sexual Assault Training



Presentation



Proctor
Guide



Proctor
Guide



Student
Activities



Sexual Assault Awareness Video

https://www.internationalstudentinsurance.com/explained/sexual-assault-awareness-video.php


Electronic
Brochure



Brochure





TED Talk - A Call To Men (Athletes) Consent Video Resource: Tea Consent

https://www.ted.com/talks/tony_porter_a_call_to_men
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQbei5JGiT8


National Sexual Assault Hotline

- Runs the 24/7 Sexual Assault Hotline

- Free & Confidential

- Call: 800.656.HOPE(4673)

Prevention Navigator

- Find sexual assault prevention programs

Find Sexual Assault Service Providers

- Identifies independent providers to help survivors in your area

https://www.rainn.org/
http://preventionnavigator.rainn.org/
https://centers.rainn.org/


Students that are exposed to themes like 
sexual assault and educated in consent and 

bystander intervention are at less risk. 
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